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SPEECH 


_ OF THE RIGHT HON. 


- enix x5; web 


*3 MOST numerous meeting et the aokles 
men and gentlemen, members of this Club, 
was held this "8 at the London Tavern, 


The Right Honourable Charles James Fox 
in the chair, 

It was with the moſt heart-felt ſatis faction 
that we witneſſed the perfect harmony in opi= 
nion which reigned in the Club, where we 
ſaw aſſembled the illuſtrious characters, to 
whoſe efforts the country look up for the 
1 maintenance 


3 


EE 


o 
4 —— 


. 


maintenance of the true principles of our 1 
ſtitution. In drinking the toaſts regularly 


given at their meetings, the ſpirit of the 
Club was manifeſted in a clear and enthuſiaſtic 


manner. The Rights of the People drew from 
the whole room reiterated burſts of applauſe ; ; 
and when the health of Mr. Fox was given, 
the cordial and unanimous teſtimony borne to 
the merits of this GREAT and coxsTSTENT, Fr 
| FIRM and PERSEVERING STATESMAN, proye | 
that to him and his friends alone, they look 1; 
for the reſtoration of concord, and the re- 


union of all hearts. | 


Such was the ENT" of the company on 


drinking his health, which was given by Lord 


R. Spencer. Mr. Fox returned his thanks, 


and ſhewed how greatly ſuperior the manli- : 
nelly of true wiſdom is to all the ſiniſter arts 


of ſubtlety and fineſſe. We lament that We 
are able only to give his ſpeech from imperfect 4 
recolleQtion, but though v we cannot imitate 


5 


„ 7. 


Aa 
5 the neatneſs of his eloquence, | we believe that 
we ſhall be accurate in the ſabſtance, as he 


made a voy forcible and a moſt ſatisfactory 


DE impreſſion on the mind of the writer. To 


thoſe who, like ourſelves, have cloſely ob- 
ſerved the conduct of Mr. Fox for ſixteen 
| years, the profeſſion of his creed is unneceſſa- 
ry; but to new men, and in the preſent day 
of pretended innovation, it will be highly in- 
tereſting to all real friends of the Conſtitution, 
to read his admirable expoſition of the prin- 
| ciples of the Whig Club, as declaratory of lis 


own motives of conduct. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, J riſe, gentlemen, to 43 7 
you for the very kind and flattering manner 
in which you have drank my health. You 
know it is not my cuſtom to take. up you, 
time in this Club by making ſpeeches, or to 
interrupt your feſtivity by any thing perſona] 


to myſelf; but the circumſtances of the times, 
* the Samen meaſures of which you 


YE a 


0 60 
have been the witneſſes, demand, perhaps, of 


- 


every public man, an explicit declaration of 
his principles. To you, gentlemen, I certain- 
1y ſhould not think it neceſſary to make any 


other profeſſion of my ſentiments, than by an 
appeal to my paſt actions. Were any other 


profeſſions neceſſary, I ſhould ſay, that in 
4 the toaſts which conſtantly animate our hearts, 
and add to our conviviality in this Club, I 
| find a perfect expolition of my principles, and | 
profeſs that it is my ſtudy, as I think it 18 "my | 
* to regulate my conduct thereby. | 


12 declare then, that I am ts to © The 


Honfe of Brus e 0 —becaule I hope, hecauſe 5 
2 believe, that + They will never forget the 


Principles which placed their F upon the 


. Throne of Great Nat. 


* For the ſame reaſon I am attached to 
* The CONSTITUTION, according to the prin- 
f 421 ASSEA. TED at the Revolution,” Han at- 


tachment 


OE , 70 D. 
tachment to which makes * 6 of 
this Club, as you have uniformly aſſerted from | 
the firſt n moment of your inſtitution. en | 


: 508 It follows, therefore, FP I: am; and 1 — 

Clare myſelf to be an advocate for © The Rights 
« of the People, upon whoſe Rights alone can, 
in my opinion, be founded any real, ſound, and 

| legitimate Government, finc@the very end and 
: objec? of all juſt Governments i is the 5 9 
sxcunrry, * ron, and Happixzs: of the Prove, 


0 40 For this reaſon, I think it the duty of 
every citizen, whatever may be his ſtation, f 
to exert himſelf in procuring every IMPROVE= 15 
MEN T of OUR FORM. of GovERNMENT, of 
— which it is ſuſceptible,” and to aſſiſt in me- 
liorating the condition of the people to the 
utmoſt, from which it follows, that I hall 
ever act moſt cordially and Kedfaltly v with 
The F riends of Freedom. | 


"as 
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5 
« In purſuing | this honourable courſe, i it will | 


animate our zeal, and invigorate our conſtan- El 


ey, to pay grateful homage in our toaſts to our 


glorious anceſtors ; and though we entertain 


the lively hope that we hall never have to 


meet the conflict like them, yet ſhould our 
ſecurity, peace, and freedom, the faireſt and 
moſt beautiful fruits of the tree of liberty, 
be ever again in danger, I truſt we ſhall all 
be ready To bleed like H ampden in the feeld, | 


or like worth on the Vegi. 


8 Fre rom the ſame motive, and from the 
experience of the benefits flowing from the 


connection of men of principle, I am equally 


ready to declare my gratitude to the 1LLoSs- 


TRIOUS FAMILIES, by whoſe manly exer- 


tions the Empire obtained its freedom; and 


knowing the advantages that muſt be derived : 


| from their cordial co-operation in the cauſe 
which is ſo dear to us all, I heartily wiſh 


7 bat the n Names 2 6 Ruſſel and Cavendi * may be 


ty wu 


| pF ever united. In 4 efence of the. litertie vo thej ; 


: country. 


8 


PP Theſe, gentlemen, are my ſentiments, 


| and it ſhall be my only boaſt, as it is the cha- 


racter of the Whig Club, Never to flacken my 
Horte in odver fity, we nor to o forget my en 


in proſperity. 


— 


6 And if the time ſhould e ever come, P ; 
PRIDE, PREJUDICE, or CORRUPTION, ſhoul8 
ſet up a ſtubborn reſiſtance to all correction - 
of abuſes, and refuſe to liſten to the juſt pre- 
tenſions of the people, I am moſt truly ready 
to join with the Club in their laſt moſt excel- 
lent ſentiment, in' which they breathe at once 
A temperate, a conciliatory, and a determined 


: ſpirit, and to hope that The example of one Re- 


volution may prevent rhe neceſſi ity of another .— 


A ſentiment which I truſt will have a 9 . 


able influence on all the orders of ſociety, by 
: which they ary know and learn that we ſhall 


ever i 


C *W:) 
ever rally round the Conſtitution, prepared 
with one ſoul to guard it from every violent 
aſſault, but equally attentive and zealous to 
preſerve it in its full and genuine vigour 
againſt even the leſs W effects of na- 
5 a Ok: 


We cannot deſcribe the emotion which this | 


ſhort, clear, ſpecific declaration made on the 


[= Club—Every heart reſponded to the ſenti- 


ments of conſtitutional firmneſs, and of ſea- 
fonable conciliation which it breathed. The 
Duke of Portland, the Earl of Guildford, 
Mr. Grey, Mr. Sheridan men, whom it 
has been the faſhion of the inſidious to deſ- 


cribe as at variance, all joined in the heart- 
felt acclamations of the Society, and proved 
that there is but one opinion in the firm pha- 
lanx of the conſtitutional oppoſition to the 


preſent meaſures of Government. The 


5 ſpeech had the more electrital effect, from 


tte pagenulty with which Mr. Fox intro- 
; duced. 


(11) 


| duced all the conſtirational toaſts of the Club 


5 1 are e diſtinguiſhed We italics. 


Mir. Houſe gave My. Pix, and ſucceſs 0 the 
principles he has fo clearly de eſerited—which 
Was drank with extaey, Wu 


The Duke of Portland and the Whie Tek 
reſt, throughout Great, Britain. His Grace 
returned thanks in a ſhort and apt addreſs, 


— 


Mr. Byng, and the Independent Freebolderr 
of Miadleſex, —Mr. Byng n dan | 


the Club, 


Alderman. Sawbridge, Plomer, Newnham, 


Skinner and Combe, Sheriff Tebbs, and all 


the other friends of freedom in the Corpora- 
| 7 ian of London.—Mr. Alderman Newnham 


and Mr. Alderman Combe, who were pre- 


ſent, returned thanks in ſhort addrefles, _ 


5 
Mr. Plomer al Mr. Baker, at the In- | 
ST Freebolders of HOG: _ 


Mr. Levy, and the Independent. F reebatlers 
of Northumberland. —Mr. Grey, in returning 
thanks, ſaid, that in circumſtances like the 
preſent, it behoved every man to declare his 
ſentiments, and he rejoiced to fay, that he 
could do this in very few words indeed; 
for he had only to declare, that he agreed 
nn every word of the admirable ſpeech = 

his Right Honourable Friend. The creed | 
of Mr. Fox was his—it declared the princi- 
ples which ſhould be the rule of his poli- 
tical life, and which purſued with temper, 
zeal, and activity, muſt ſecure to this coun- 
try the moſt durable felicity. He could 
not avoid, at the ſame time, to expreſs his 
happineſs, that thus all the friends of true 


freedom were united in the glorious cauſe 


of maintaining the Conſtitution on its ge- 
nuine baſis. 


. „„ Lord 


T 3) 


Lord Viſcount Galway propoſed the health : 


of the Lord Mayor—a general murmur of 


diſapprobation was heard from every corner 
ot the room. Mr. Fox prevented any in- 
dignity to the name of the City Magiſtrate, 


by obſerving that in drinking the health of 
the well known Conſtitutional Aldirinas 


| they had added all the other Friends of 
” reedom in the Corporation. If the Lord 


Mayor Was a real Friend to Freedom, he 


was included i in that toaſt—if he was not a 


Priend to Freedom, his health ought not 
to be drunk in that Club. Mr. Fox then 


«Mr. | Sheridan, the  fleady oppofir =of the 
mcreaſe of the - Exciſe © Laws, and may i 
ever be the taſk of Genius to combat its ever= 


| laſting enemy, Deſpotiſin. Mr. Sheridan made 
a ſhort but elegant reply. The times, in- 


deed, he faid, demanded that every man 


5 ſhould fpeak a and like Mr. Grey, he "8 
gn RE _ 


- 
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had only to declare, that he perfectly ccin- 
cided with his Right Honourable Friend, in 
the clear and manly expoſition which he had 5 


given. It has been my pride to act through life 
upon theſe principles, and I rejoice to ſee 
the cordiality with which theys have been 
received this day.— It is the triumph of 
wiſdom and principle, and its effect on the 
public mind will be equal to its impreſſion 

on this Club. 


« Mr. Erſeine, and the freedom of the 
preſs.” —Mr. Erſkine had, unfortunately, re- 
tired before the toaſt was given; but we truſt 
that the friends of the freedom of the preſs 
will ſee its two ſhining | advocates ; namely, 


Mr. Erſkine and Mr. Pigott, at the intended 5 
meeting on Saturday next. 


Before he left the hr which was at eight 
0 clock, Mr. Fox begged the attention of the 


meeting 


4 5 5 


meeting to one other toaſt, more compreheny 
five than any which had been given, 


„ EQUAL LIBERTY T0 ALD MKD 


. here were many other toaſts of the ſame 
: animating kind, and the meeting ſeparated 
with the hope that all thoſe who profeſs 
attachment to the conſtitution would regulate 
their zeal by the temper and moderation * 
its s moſt l ſupporters. thus manifeſt, 
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FRIENDS or u PEOPLE, 


* 


In Anſwer tothe PLACE and PENSION SOCIETY, held « 
the Crown and Anchor, in the Strand, under the ſpecious names of 
LIBERTY aww PROPERTY PRESERVERS, 
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